
Grand Ave. School 

Kindergarten Handbook 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Please take the time to review the following handbook as it includes information about 

the Full Day Early Learning Program at Grand Ave. P.S. Please keep this as a reference 

throughout the year. We look forward to an adventurous, fun-filled year together! 

 

Attendance: It is important that your child attend on a regular basis. Establishing 

routines is of great importance during the first weeks of school. Your child will settle in 

more quickly and become more comfortable with routines with regular attendance. 

Should your child need to miss a day of school due to illness, please contact the 

school before entry time at 905.945.2227. There is an answering machine for your 

convenience available 24 hours/7 days a week. Getting sick is inevitable. Enclosed is a 

page from the Regional Niagara Public Health Department that gives guidelines for 

when children should remain at home.  

 

If you need to pick your child up early or bring them to school late due to an 

appointment, please send a note in advance or call the office. This will assist your child 

to transition in or out of the classroom. 

 

Birthdays: If you would like to send something special on your child’s birthday, that 

would be wonderful! Special treats like cupcakes, muffins, or other small serving 

individual serving items work best. Please ensure that the special treat is allergen free. 

We will ideally serve the special treat second nutrition break. 

 

Bus Students: Students who qualify to take the bus will receive information from the 

transportation department in August. If you have any concerns, please visit 

www.nsts.ca 905.346.0290. Bus students will be picked up from the bus in the morning 

and will be delivered to the bus in the afternoon by a member of the KG Team. If you 

are picking up your child instead of sending them home on the bus, please send a 

note. Please do not pick up your child at the bus line. If something comes up 

unexpectedly, please call the office so the Teacher/DECE is informed and your child 

will be dismissed with walkers at the exterior Kindergarten door. 

 

Clothing: An important part of each day’s activities is time to play outside. Please 

ensure your child is suitably dressed for the weather. In our warmer weather, please 

ensure that your child comes with a hat and sunscreen already applied. In cold 

weather, please ensure your child has snowpants, hats and mittens already on. 

Please label all articles of clothing, backpacks, boots, shoes, lunch containers, etc., 

with your child’s name so that there will be no confusion when they are getting ready 



to go out for fitness breaks or going home at the end of the day. 

 

Indoor running shoes must be kept at school for Physical Education class and so that 

mud/dirt is not tracked into our classrooms and school. Please provide running shoes 

that your child is able to put on independently. In addition, it is important that your 

child's outdoor shoes be appropriate for running and playing on our outdoor 

equipment. No flip flops or 'Crocs' please. 

 

Please provide an extra set of seasonal clothes (including underwear and socks) in a 

labelled Ziploc bag in case of an accident or spills. This bag will be kept at school in 

your child's cubby. 

 

Your child will need a backpack to carry items to and from school. We recommend a 

backpack that is big enough to carry a duotang and is simple (i.e., not too many 

zippers/pockets; no wheels, please). 

 

Communication: Your child’s education is enriched by both the home and school, so it 

is important that we keep in touch. On the first day of school, your child will receive a 

Zippy Mail bag to be used on a daily basis in the exchange of mail and school work. 

Each month, you will receive a class calendar/newsletter that will include important 

dates, as well as specific explanations for events and what we are learning. Finally, 

you will be able to access us on-line. More info will follow your first week of school.  

 

If you have a question or concerns, please do not hesitate to write a note, call 

905.945.2227, speak to the Teacher/DECE at entry/dismissal or email. Specific email 

addresses will be included in your September class newsletter. 

 

Entry and Dismissal: Entry is at 8:30 a.m. and dismissal is at 2:50 p.m. This will take place 

through the exterior Kindergarten door located directly across from the primary 

playground. Please do not use the main doors to access the classes from the hallway 

unless your child is late, in which case you will need to stop and sign in at the office. At 

the bell, students will line up in two separate lines to enter school with their teachers. To 

aid in smooth transitions at entry/dismissal, please fill in and return your child's Dismissal 

Schedule paperwork by the first day of school. If there are any changes to your 

schedule, please let us know with a note in your child's zippy bag or a phone call to 

the school 905.945.2227. 

 

During the first few weeks of school, students will be dismissed one-by-one from our 

kindergarten door. This aids us in learning the faces of all of the people picking our 

students up. Your patience in this process is appreciated. 

 

Kindergarten: The purpose of the Full-Day Kindergarten program is to establish a strong 

foundation for learning in the early years, and to do so in a safe and caring play-

based environment. The Full-Day Kindergarten program  promotes the physical, 



emotional and cognitive development of all children. There have been some 

significant changes to the way kindergarten looks and the things you might see, 

including a strong focus on inquiry-based learning. We encourage all 

parents/guardians to visit http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/  for lots of helpful 

information about the program.   
 

Lunch: Kindergarten runs on a “balanced school day” with the rest of the school. This 

means students will have Kindergarten-only outdoor play and a mid-morning snack, 

followed by a second Kindergarten-only outdoor play and an early afternoon lunch. It 

is recommended that you either buy one of the balanced school day lunch pails (they 

have 2 sides) or put 2 containers/zippy bags into 1 lunch pail to help your child 

determine what nutritious foods to eat when. Please ensure that your child is able to 

open packaging all by themselves and have their own utensils to promote 

independence. We also request that all students bring a labelled, refillable water 

bottle to school to encourage drinking throughout the day.  

**Please note: We will continue to seek the cooperation of families and set in place 

procedures that are designed to minimize the likelihood of anaphylaxis via the 

creation of an allergen aware school environment**.  

 

School Supplies: We greatly appreciate any donations to our classroom. Some of the 

items we are most in need of is: Kleenex; markers; crayons; glue sticks; white glue; 

paper; craft supplies, etc.    

 

JKs - Staggered Entry: SK students will begin full day Kindergarten on the Tuesday of 

the first week of school. In order to make a smooth transition into Kindergarten, we will 

stagger JK students into the room on a graduated basis. On Tuesday and Wednesday 

during the first week of school, JKs will attend one half-day (either Tuesday or 

Wednesday AM). On Thursday and Friday, all students will attend full-day.  

 

Toys From Home: We respectfully ask that all toys from home remain at home unless 

you have been asked to send something for a particular reason (e.g. show & tell). 

There is a large selection of toys and activities at school that your child can use and 

enjoy. This prevents special toys from being broken or lost. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you in September! 

 

The Kindergarten Team at Grand Ave. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/


Staying Healthy at Grand Avenue School 
At a young age, we all learn to share. We share our belongings, thoughts and ideas.  
  
Although we usually encourage children to share, there is one thing that we’d prefer that doesn’t get 
passed around this year: germs! 
  
While being at school gives children more opportunity to interact with each other and play together, 
there are some simple steps we can all take to help each other avoid coughs, colds and more serious 
types of infections.  
  
Wash those hands! We recommend that students, and even parents, wash their hands with soap and 
water regularly. If there isn’t a sink nearby, using a good hand sanitizer should do the trick.  
Cover all coughs and sneezes. This will cut down on the number of ‘icky things’ floating around in the 
air and landing on surfaces, making it less likely that children will breathe them in or touch them. If you 
have to cough or sneeze, do it into a tissue or onto your upper sleeve.   
If you’re sick, stay home. Although it’s important to be in class, don’t be a superhero. Take some time, 
feel better and then come back when you’re healthy, alert, and ready to learn!  
Message from the Health Department: 

When to keep your child at home 
Please keep your child at home and away from others if he or she has any of these  
symptoms: 

Fever 
Diarrhea 
Vomiting 
Rash 
Frequent coughing or sneezing 
Yellow or green discharge from the nose, ears, or eyes 
Sore throat 

Contact your family doctor for advice about care and treatment. For more information, talk to your 
school nurse or go to www.niagararegion.ca/health 
 
Stop the Spread of Infection 
-Stay home if you are sick and return when you are well 
-Wash your hands with soap and water or use a hand sanitizer 
-Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue or in your sleeve 
-Keep your distance 
-Get a flu shot 
For more information, talk to your school nurse or go to www.niagararegion.ca/health 

At Grand Avenue School, we follow an infection control program to help keep both our students and 
staff healthy and in class. Our staff will continue to reinforce proper hand washing techniques as well as 
cough and sneeze etiquette. In addition, all classrooms are equipped with hand sanitizers and our 
caretaking staff will continue to disinfect our commonly used areas, such as desks and doorknobs, 
regularly.  


